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OrdEr Of SErviCE

MuSical introit & Photo Montage 

WelcoMe, lanD acknoWleDgMent, & the occaSion 

oPening Prayer

MuSical Selection   “I’ve Got a Testimony”
 Ensemble, Union Church Boston

ScriPture reaDing          Ecclesiastes 3 and 9 
(selections)  

a Journey of faith  … in Nina’s own words

MuSical Selection “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

reMeMbranceS anD WitneSSeS 

MuSical Selection  … in Nina’s own words

eulogy  Dr. Gary Bailey, MSW, ACSW

MuSical Selection  “Quiet Please, There’s a Lady on 
Stage”

Peter Allen, performed by Patti LaBelle                

coMMenDation anD bleSSingS    

cloSing Selection  “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”

SenDing forth anD PoStluDe

rEmEmbEriNg NiNa EldErkiN 
Monday December 26th 2022 our beloved “sister-friend” C. 
Nina-Love Elderkin slipped away. 

She was met with open arms by her loving mother Pearl Dorothy 
(Dot) Elderkin (Davis), her father Rev. Claude Elderkin, both 
of whom predeceased her.



Nina took great pride in being descended from America’s First 
People. She was a member of the Narragansett, Massasoit 
and Wampanoag Indian tribes, and was a strong advocate for 
the protection of the rights of Indigenous people.

Nina grew up in the greater Providence area. She graduated 
from Providence’s Hope High School. After graduation Nina 
attended Katie Gibbs Secretarial School. She also took courses 
in design at the Rhode Island School of Design. Nina was always 
interested in style and fashion and eventually attended hair and 
cosmetology school in Providence. Moving to Boston in the 
1970s Nina went on to become a widely recognized certified 
colorist and makeup artist. She was a MasterStylist with over 
30 years of experience in all hair types. 

She was an expert in all perms (body and spiral) and also in 
Mizani relaxers & texturizers, including Nouveau Wave. Nina 
was also Board Certified in Reiki healing and meditation. Nina’s 
tagline at Medford’s Zebeda Spa and salon in Medford was 
“Come to see Nina if you “DARE to be FABULOUS!” was 
so accurate. An individual posted after news of Nina’s passing:

“My mother used to get her hair done by Nina. I would love 
to go to the salon with her as a little girl and sit in the little 
waiting area and listen to her fun stories...and really try to hear 
the ones she would whisper to my mom. I always remember 
thinking she was so glamorous and sophisticated. 

Nina was an entrepreneur who owned a number of salons and 
retail businesses in Medford and Boston. Her career included 
event planning, an image consultant, wedding planning, award 
winning floral designer, and events coordinator at Roxbury’s 
Hibernian Hall. She was the recipient of the 2003 “Spirit of 
ISES Award “ She was nominated for the 2003 International 
“GALA Award”, and was a 2001 Co-Recipient of the “Esprit” 
Award. 

A woman of faith, Nina used to joke that as a “PK” (preacher’s 
kid) she had no choice since she literally grew up in church. 
Her father was the pastor at the Providence Church of God 
where she would teach Sunday School. She played the organ 
and piano and conducted the choir.



Nina was an active member of Boston’s historic Union United 
Methodist Church. 

She leaves behind her partner of 30+ years Vinny Perrotta of 
Medford, MA.  Her step-daughter Aimee Corrigan Norrigian 
and two step-grandchildren, Ryan and Evelyn. From a large 
family she was a beloved family member to hundreds of cousins. 

Nina also leaves behind her created family – The House of 
Nina Love – which includes a host of friends locally, nationally, 
and internationally.  

Nina was our own Mame Dennis …our own “Auntie  Mame” 
. Auntie Mame’s pronouncement: “Yes! Life is a banquet and 
most poor suckers are starving to death!” was Nina’s daily 
affirmation.

As one friend, Rob Manke, wrote: “Nina was a Boston Icon 
who has been a joy in our lives for decades. Nina always made 
you feel like you were the only person in a crowded room. 
We could listen to her stories for hours and want more…And 
what stories she had. Travels all around the world and meeting 
people you dream of meeting. Nina was always the brightest 
light in the room.” 

“Quiet please, there’s a lady on stage
She may not be the latest rage

But she’s singing and she means it
And she deserves a little silence”

“Quiet please, there’s a woman up there
And she’s been honest through her songs

Long before your consciousness was raised
Now doesn’t that deserve a little praise”

(Peter Allen)

Rest in Peace dearest Nina. 


